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SUMMARY : The presentation highlights the burden of HPV infection as the most 

common STI, causing cervical cancer, other anogenital cancers, precancers, and 

genital warts. Cervical cancer, almost entirely HPV-related, is a major health issue in 

India, often affecting women in their most productive years. Prevention strategies 

include HPV vaccination (primary), screening and treatment of precancers (secondary), 

and cancer treatment/palliative care (tertiary). Vaccines (quadrivalent and 9-valent) are 

proven safe, effective, and long-lasting, with >99% protection against high-grade 

cervical lesions and genital warts. Vaccination is also safe in postpartum and 

breastfeeding women, making gynaecology visits an important opportunity for 

counselling .Despite success stories globally, India faces challenges such as low 

awareness among healthcare providers and the public, vaccine hesitancy, high costs, 



and social barriers. Strengthening health education, improving acceptance, and 

clinician-led counselling are emphasized as the way forward. 

Take-home message: Cervical cancer is preventable through HPV vaccination and screening; 

awareness and proactive prevention can significantly reduce disease burden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


